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God requireth at our hands, that what untractable men do not
perform upon admonition, they must be compelled unto by
authority . . , And yet by advice of our council and opinion of
the bishops, we have thought good to give time to all ministers
disobedient to the orders of the church and to ecclesiastical
authority here by law established, and who for such dig-
obedience, either in the days of the Queen our sister of famous
memory deceased or since our reign, have incurred any censures
of the church or penalties of laws, until the last of November
now next ensuing to bethink themselves of the course they will
hold therein, , . . assuring them that after that day we shall not
fail to do that which princely providence requireth at our
hands; that is, to put into execution all ways and means that
may take from among our people all grounds and occasions of
' sects, divisions and unquietness . . .

[Dated 16 July, a. r. 2.]
Cardwell, Documentary Annals, vol. II. p. 60.

5. Circular letter of Archbishop Bancroft, with a copy of
a letter from the Privy Council touching clerical non-
conformists, Dec. 1604.

Salutem in Christo." I have received a letter from the lords
of his Majesty's most honourable Privy Council, whereof your
lordship is to take notice, the copy whereof folioweth word for
word.

After our hearty commendations to your lordship. Foras-
much as the time is now expired which by his Majesty's late
proclamation, dated the i6th day of July last, was prescribed
and limited to all those of the clergy for the conforming of
themselves unto the laws and orders of the church government
established within this realm, that have heretofore, under
a pretended zeal of reformation, but indeed of a factious desire
of innovation, refused to yield their obedience and conformity
thereunto; by means whereof all such as persist in that wilful
disobedience are subject to the penalty of deprivation from
their benefices and other church livings, of deposition from
their ministry, and other censures of the church, which were as
well at all times heretofore as presently in vigour and force . . -